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the Nagarjunasagar dam across the river Krishna
and lies on the northern side of the river and is
known as vijayapuri North. The site of the project
is a tourist spot and attracts a large number of
visitors from all over. There are beautiful air-
conditioned rest-houses providing boarding and
lodging facilities to the visitors.

Nalgonda (Nalgonda Taluk) : It is located at
a distance of 103 kilometres from Hyderabad City
and about 79 kilometres from the Bhongir railway
station There are many worth seeing monuments
like forts and temples which have survived the rava-
ges of the time and human vandalism, proclaiming
the glorious past of the place. An item of archeo-
logical interest at the town is the monolithic pillar
of the Kakatiya period (13th Century), nearly 13
metres high erected on a plotforra, The places of
worship in this town are two Siva temples, a Rama
temple, eight Mosques and two Churches. The
most important religious festivals celebrated at
Nalgonda are Sivaratri during February-March, Sri
Rama Navami during March-April and the Urs of
Lateef Shah Vali Alia Khadri during August-
September.

At a distance of 2.4 kilometres from Nalgonda;
there is a place called Panugal which is historically
important. The Kakatiyas constructed here many
temples which are renowned for their architectural
beauty, of these, the shrines of Pachchala Some-
swaraswamy, Chhaya Someswaraswamy and
Chennakesavaswarny are the most important. Siva-
ratri, celebrated here every year, attracts thou-
sands of Hindu devotees. Making of brass vessels
is an important industry in this place.

Rachakonda (Chandoor Taluk) : This place
situated amidst hill ranges, is 64 kilometres from
Nalgonda and is of great archaeological interest.
There are five temples at the place which depict the
beauty of the Kakatiya art and architecture. Of
them, the shrine of Sri Rama is the most important
The base of the hillock on the leftside is called
Pattabhigutta. Near Pattabhigutta, there is a small
cave with a tunnel at a height of over 16 metres on
the right hand side, through which five images of
Sri Rama Pattabhishekam and Dasavatharas sculp-
tured on a rock can be seen. Sri Rama Navami and
the Urs near Galib Shahid Darga are the most
important festivals celebrated here,

Mothkur (Mothkur Taluk) : This village has a
temple of Ramalingaswamy constructed during the
reign of the Kakatiyas of Warangal. An inte-
resting feature is that the sculpture in the temple
resembles that of the gateways of Warangal fort.
Sri Ramalingaswaray Utsavam,, celebrated for 12
days during March-April, attracts a large number
of devotees.

PiSlalamarri ( Suryapet Taluk) : This is an
ancient village of much historical importance.
There are beautiful ancient temples which are
preserved and maintained by ihe State Government
and these are fine specimens of Hindu religious
architecture. There are also paintings and inscri-
ptions in the old Kakatiya temples with exquisitely
carved stone pillars. Ancient coins were also
discovered at this place. Pillalamarri is the birth
place of the famous Telugu poet Pillalamarri Pina
Veerabhadrudu. Lord Chennakesavaswamy Utsa-
vam, celebrated during February-March is attended
by a large number of Hindu devotees,